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JAPANESE ATTEMPTS AT INDOCTRINATION OF 
YOUTH IN OCCUPIED AREAS 



The Japanese have made an Intensive effort to 
the youth of the Philippines, the mandated Islands, the 
Indies. French Indochina, Burma, and to a leaser extent Thailand. With 
the double purpose of Indoctrinating the young people In Oreater East 
Asia war alms and encouraging youth participation In labor and defense 
activities, they either have established their own youth organizations or 
have attempted to work through existing groups. Japanese propagandists 
claim huge memberships for the Japanese-sponsored groups However, 
the vouth In the Japanese Outer Empire appear to have responded only 
and In some cases have been more Interested In using Japa- 
and facilities for achieving their own 



Philippines 

Youth organisations were a relatively late-dcveloplng part of the 
Japanese propaganda campaign in the Philippines. These groups, whose 
size appears to have been exaggerated, were reported only around Manila 
In the area of strongest Japanese control, however, and presumably only 
a small proportion of Filipino youth had been reached by the time of 
the American Invasion. 



In July IMS the Kalibapl. then a non-poUUcal service 
sponsored by the puppet government, announced that a youth organiza- 
tion would be formed for the training of the future leaders of the hew 
Philippines." The Junior Kallbap! was to include all youths between the 
i of 9 and 18. and prospective youth leaders were to receive a training 
In Japanese language, culture, and organizing techniques. The 
«ng March, the Acting Director -Oeneral of the Kalibapl urged a 
_j rally of Manila youth to "strengthen the country's will to survive 
"and to attain her rightful " 




Apparently this first effort was unsuccessful. When In May 1944 the 
Kalibapl was reorganised Into the sole political party under the Japanese, 
the Junior Kalibapl was abolished and a new organisation. "Bixal Youth, 
was set up for the estimated four million Filipinos from 6 to 21. A co- 
ordinated and extensive movement" among school children and youths 
outside school was to be carried out during the academic year through 
the medium of "Joint action" and "common responsibility" of the school, 
home, and community. The future citirens were to be "possessed of 
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strong national spirit and imbued with the will to produce, the pasSon 
to serve, and the sense of mission." 

by the Kallbapl, various other youth 
In the provinces 
Japanese or the puppet gov- 
The program followed In the Seamen's Institute la a good 
pie of methods of Indoctrination used by the Japanese. 

The Seamen's Institute was a special school which purported to 
teach youths from 14 to 26 years of age "how to run a ship and how to 
act like Orientals." The leadership and reorientation part of the training 
included a swim In Manila Bay -marked by the recitation of a prayer 
In the Japanese language while the swimmer Is still shoulder deep in 
the water." The day ended with a ritual in which the 500 boys knelt 
and repeated after the Instructor, "We are a firm link In the 

parity. . . What do we care for? Building my beloved land. Noth 
stop me from exerting all my efforts for months and years. 1 ha 
ordained by a divine power to build my country and I will oh 



Mandated Islands 

In the Pacific islands under 
cators used the technique of 
recreational interests. The 




lilng native youth, 
ed that the i 
ferenttothe. 

ed sullen and their loyalty has I 
continue to sponsor youth groups m 

Youth associations In the Marshall*. Carolines, 
avowedly founded to awaken the islanders to their civic and social re- 
sponsibilities as Japanese subjects, with an emphasis on spiritual and 
physical development Public schools In the villages and towns formed 
the nuclei of young men's and young women's associations, of alumni 
societies, and of associations for younger 
by Japanese government school teachers, 
trative officers and Interested Japanese ■ 
the young people to 
takings. In; 
to the. 

East Indies 

The training and 





of the immediate and ultimate purposes of the 
the different island*. While they are »- 
fled with the results, the Japanese 
appeal to the young Indonesians. 

Prrwar Indonesian youth societies, often branches of religious or 

.orbed into ^^^J^^^^^^^XrucXmg Java," "sac- 
aUeged alms of "bu^r* ^ ^. ^ r0 ^^ lf . 5 3nci en c,. The 

5?WrS£^S^S~t omv £> cooperate with the military 
youth of the Indies are ^^J* 1 n < ^L utlon ^ the OEA War but to 
administration for the ncoMafu .*^ u £* " 2 JZ^- a G EA aims 
"enlighten, guide, ^ encourage J^ ^^g*^ Eminent Indo- 



beca^ae they lead to the Independent of 7 £ uTg 
. .i n „,.ii,t i.o^ori or* Tpmrted to hare encourmg«M uw /"** X ' B 



neaian nationalist leaders are reported to haw en< ^T*^^ h| [ n ^ 



people to loin the JapBneae-apwwww ^TV" „, ".-»,«lw"aDoe*rt 
youth organisations, although ^ K tt ^^ l £ 2?E 



j organisations for indoctrination of 
.n, um.nroeoDle in Japanese war alma and Japanese language, and also 
KSS 23 ana aeSCTservtccs like guard duty, air raid precauUon*. 

m^ri ,h!T and antl-WPtonage activities. The formation of a death- 
? dehorn? ^SdeSTS the Japanea* Kami**** groups, M> 

defying ™™ ™ ft |" „^ p.rtlcipaUoo by Indonesian youth 

sr d e« 

Ablation emphasised propaganda ^^.f^S^lJad^t 
n~ Army. The Java Student ^^^^ w h^l^ yoShs 
student* military training. ^ u J^J^J e ™ W J£! J TjIom'. ideals 
undergo a special course to make ^^^^"^^rTSso parti 
and the signlflcanoe of the OEA Co-Prosperity BptWt*. »«j»«!»s™ 
of the Japanese attempt to rally young people to fight or OEJU«n* £rn 
groups of Indonesian student*. Including of P^ 1 "™ 4 " JSJS 
have been sent to Japan since May IMS for study and for a mmuuy 
system of training." NE3 youth corps members * v 

Conference In Tokyo in May 1M4 whew 1 1 ■ ^ 
construction and defense of Greater East Asia through the 



that some young men and women are stm o«awe ineoi s 
urge all members to play a more acUve part. In some cases ^ c ™*™J™|j 
Hon and the work as well as the lack of compensation see neslans 
unpopular with the Indonesian youth. However, many young 
may welcome the opportunities for technical training jj 
« industry, communication, and naTigation and training in 
, offered by the Japanese. Advantages derived from this train- 
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ing along with familiarity with the Japanese language may prove an 
Important factor for the postwar re-ertaUuhment a! 
with Japan. 

French Indochina 

to -enlighten" and win the support of the 

by the 

of a local youth : 
the Japanese 
sporting spirit 

tempted to make young people aware of 
social, economic, and political fields, and at ' 
mentation and subjection to leadership control Following their recent 
assumption of full control In Indochina, the Japanese have intensified 
their propaganda effort and have been trying to enlist native support 
with promises of "independence" as soon as conditions 
even the younger generation, mindful of the material privations 
under the Japanese, is unlikely to respond to the new propaganda effort. 

Prior to 1M0 when Admiral Decoux came into power in Indochina, 
sports were the privilege of the elite, physical education was conducted 
only in certain schools, and the efforts made to organise young people 
suffered from lack of coordination and official support. The new Govern- 
ment therefore was able to gain youth interest by sponsoring physical 

to "strengthen the health and moral character" 

In the: 

"Youth Assemblies" young men over 13 
vioualy belonged to any group were i 

Public Order Teams, 
r. Young people 





for mutual instruction, or the Young 
addition to the more than half a million school children who participated 
In some way in youth activities, the Sports and Youth Organisations at 
the end of 1943 reportedly had more than 300.000 members, about half 
of whom belonged to the Youth Assemblies. Through these organizations 
the Decoux Government attempted to give prestige and social recogni- 
tion to military service and to manual labor. 

The Japanese have tried in various ways to offset the success of this 
French-sponsored youth movement For example, although the youth 
movement is open to all French and Indochinese young men and women 
from all social levels, the Chinese have apparently been excluded to a 
certain extent. The Japanese reportedly have taken advantage of the 

ntent by trying to enlist Chinese youth in pro- 
under the slogan "Asia for the Asiatics." They 




books chosen by the 
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Japanese language to various groups. In 1942 
of Japanes 
They also set up 

which recently offered a class In the arts of the 
arrangements "as a nvans of Introducing Japanese 
Annamttes." At the end of 1944 the Japanese claimed that "not only 

AllIlUTTiltcS bill ] 

and that 3,500 



Thailand 

The Japanese, as a result of the theoretical treaty relationship be- 
tween Thailand and Japan, hare not actively sponsored any of the three 
youth organisations In Thailand— the Boy Scouts, the Yuachon and 
the Military Cadet Corps — or established any new ones. Nevertheless, 
during the regime of pro-Japaneae Premier Plbul, the unmllltaristlc Boy 
Scouts ("Tiger Cubs'*), previously under direct government sponsorship, 
received little encouragement. The Military Cadet Corps was a Junior 
officer training corps attached to the regular army rather than a real 
-'youth movement." On the other hand, the faadstlc Yuachon Youth 
Group, modeled after the Hitler Jugen to I 
Thai, was consistently promoted. 




Yuachon was founded by Plbul In 1035 when he was Minister of 
Defense. Its original purpose was to train "youths In physical culture, 
general discipline, and organised cooperation " After Plbul became pre- 
mier in 1039. a That National Assembly member declared that the chief 
alms of the Yuachon were "to instruct and train youths tn military 
courses, while at the same time trying to Inoculate them with the Idea of 
iniHUimm ruid blind obedience u Pibul himself 1 The orgiLmiuitlofl was 
made up of volunteers attracted by smart uniforms, practical training 
with military materiel, the resulting partial exemption from required 
military service, and Increased opportunity for becoming officers In the 
Thai Army. The membership in Yuachon, conservatively estimated at 
6,000 In 1941, was reported in early 1M4 to be 25,000. of which 80 percent 
were in the youngest age group. The Yuachon was for a time Jointly 
controlled by the Ministries or Education and 
sldered a "department" of the Thai Army, and In I M4 was 




In Burma, while the Japanese early organized an "East Asia Youth 
League, rt this youth organization for sometime has been unwilling to 
accept Japanese or Governmental direction and during the last year 
appears to have assumed an increasingly anti-Japanese point of view, 
Bunnan youth have had a long tradition of political awareness and re- 
sented the treatment they received from the Japanese authorities. 






but strongly 

* an unpopular examination i 
principal objective 
era wu to project themselves Into the political limelight, and organizers 
often became the tool* of politician* They frequently joined the revolu- 
tionary pro-independence Thakin Party, and most of the 5,000 original 
recruits of the nationalistic Burma Independence Army were probably 




lore among the youths of all East Asiatic countries/' and -working for 
the peace and prosperity of the peoples In East Asia." A month later, 
however. Japanese military authorities were forced to dismiss the Burma 
Independence Army, causing great dissatisfaction among former mem- 
bers, who refused to Join Japanese- sponsored organizations As a result, 
the East Asia Youth League remained in 
i's "independence" was declared. 




of J 

a semi military body organized 
under a fixed chain of command. Members were to servo their country 
and their fellowmen even at risk of life and Umb without thought of 
benefit to themselves, strive to develop a healthy mind, suppress all evil 
habits, and assist the authorities of the government on ail occasions. 
During the first three months the organization, its orders backed by police 
threats of harsh punishment, worked hard on the price control and air 
raid precautions programs. Membership was never large, and the organ!- 
ttlon Itself seems eventually to have been absorbed by the government- 




1 August 1943 declaration of Burma's political "inde- 
pendence," the East Asia Youth League was reactivated. Subsequent to 
this act attractive appeals for the cooperation of Burman youth could 
be made in the name of Burman independence Officers of the League 
went to Tokyo for extended visits to study Japanese youth organisation* 
The Youth League absorbed both the enthusiasm of the nationalistic 
Student Movement and the social idealism of the Boy Scouts, and began 

sons of character" who were really willing to work for their country, and 
branches were to be authorised only In places where real work could be 
done. In December, 1943, the League claimed 270 branches, some 21,000 
regular male member*, : 
(over age) 
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and gave instruction In the use of the rifle. 



During the first half of 1944. however, patriotic enthusiasm began 
to wane. The youth resented making greater sacrifices than the rest of 
the population, and felt that the Government was trying to circumscribe 
and supervise Its operations. In July. 1944, the League, in apparent dis- 
trust of Japanese-controlled foreign and domestic news, strongly sup- 
ported the organization of a privately-sponsored Foreign Policy Associa- 
tion, whose declared purposes were to keep Burma "fully Informed on the 
situation in foreign countries." and to acquaint foreigners "with the true 
state of affairs In Burma." The Inauguration of night classes in military 




of democratic and anti-Japanese agitation. 



Friction between the EAYL and the pro-Japanese political authorities 
at Rangoon came to head In August. 1944. and puppet authorities re- 
placed the Thakln-Bmyetha coalition with the Mahabama Astayone 
(Greater Burma Association) as the official political party. The Youth 
League, no longer having a place as an unofficial defense agency, was 
disbarred from all political activity. It did not send a representative to 
the Japanese-sponsored general youth meeting at Nanking to the fall of 
1944. The EAYL Executive Committee officially instructed the various 
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